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State of Minnesota
Bepariment of Social Hecurity
Bivision of Public Institutions
Blobe Bpilding ~ 4th and Gedur
St Panl 1

CARL J. JACKSON

DIRECTOR

November 16, 1948

Dr. E. J. Engberg, Superintendent
School for Feebleminded
Faribault, Minnesota

My dear Dr. Engberg:

As you know, one of Mr. Vevle's buildings for boys burned down and now the
fire masrshal has condemned a building for girls. They must be moved almost
immediately from the building they are in. It has, therefore, seemed that
it would be wise, at least at this time and perhaps permanently, to reduc
the usual age limit at Owatonna to nineteen — although, of course, ther
would be exceptions up toc age twenty-one — and, therefore, at this time to
remove all of the girls and boys who have had their nineteenth birthday
unless there is some definite reason for leaving them.

Mr. Vevle has written in on & large number of these for some of whom he
recommends return to the community and others transfer. HMany of those for
whom return to the community is recommended should, without douwbt, be con-
sidered for sterilization and that probably before they are returned. W
are, therefore, asking that you let us know whether there is any chance of
your being able to reinstate the sterilization program during the winter
and spring.

Furthermore, would you at this time be able to aecept perhaps ten or fifteen
girls, nineteen years old or older, & number of whom were transferred from
Faribault to Owatomna and have intelligence quotients in the low fifties,
sometimes varying into the forties. The same would hold for boys, but perhaps
there are not so many of these as-there are of girls.

May we hear from you just as soon as possible, as we are delaying writing
on most of those on whom Mr. Vevle has made reports and recommendations
until we hear from you. In some instances, if sterilization is to be con-
#idered, there are going to have to be re—hea.nngs, and consideration given

astoho.ftheycanbeheld. 3
Very truly yours, .

Division of Public Institutions

Fa RIB
ce~ Mr. Vevle
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, e hwea space for the girla aaz! ean awsps fifteon
.0f them., Howewer, our bulldings for males are filled and we
can only take an amergenoy now and then. Perbaps if thore are
& limited pumber who gun be included in the sterilization
program, we oould arvunge %o tuke them temporarily, &d We are
hoping to operate op males thin winter. It doea not seam
adviguble to operuate upon femules as wa gtill do not have

trained nurees who oun take oare of the women who have surgery.
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 Very truly youra,
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